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 Some of the best vacations I have ever taken are to places I have 
never been before. I love traveling and discovering new parts of the 
country. Recently my husband, Wyman, and I loaded the convertible, 
grabbed the sunblock and headed to the west coast of Florida in a 
quest to discover new places.

 Fort Myers Beach, Florida was our ®rst destination. We had been 
through this area, but had never stayed, and were looking forward to a 
couple of days here. 

 Fort Myers Beach has the look and feel of old Florida with lots 
of colorful beach cottages and small hotels. When driving along the 
beach you can see the water without mansions and high rises blocking 
your view.

 We had reservations at Mango Street Inn a unique bed and 
breakfast style inn. We arrived just before sunset, pulled into the 
sandy driveway, got out of our car, smelled the salty air and knew we 
were at the beach! 

 We were greeted at the white picket fence by owners, Dan and 
Tree Andres, and Cookie, their little white dog. Past the fence was 
the courtyard, a lush, tropical setting with tables and chairs set up 
for dining. "e inn has a total of six one and two bedroom units, 
each having its own entrance, living room and kitchenette. 

 We talked for a while with Dan and Tree and by the time we 
got ready to unload the car, they had given us ideas of things to do, 
they knew what we liked and didn't like to eat and we knew the 
names of some great restaurants in the area. 

 We were hungry for shrimp and Dan suggested a great place 
the locals frequent. We put on our walking shoes and headed to 
the Surf Club. "is was a place I would have never thought to 
stop in for shrimp because they serve mostly beer and sandwiches. 
But they do serve shrimp - fresh shrimp, right o# the boat. We 
had some fried and some boiled in Cajun spices and they were 
awesome! 

 "e next morning we enjoyed breakfast served in the 
courtyard. Dan and Tree have owned a couple of restaurants in 
the past and Dan is quite the gourmet chef, so don't expect an 
ordinary breakfast. We had a fried egg with a gumbo-type sauce 
over it and boiled shrimp on the side. Dan, knowing we like 
seafood, included it in our breakfast. And it was delicious! 

 "e Mango Inn o#ers bikes for guests to use, so we spent 
the afternoon biking on the beach. "is was a new experience 
having never been to a beach with sand that packed well 
enough for bike riding. "e sand there is much di#erent 
from the white powdery sand of the panhandle to which we 
Alabamians are accustomed. 

by Teresa Gibbs
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 All that exercise made us hungry for a hearty meal, and Dan 
suggested Terra Nostra Ristorante Italiano and Steak House. 
"ey o#er a large selection of salads, pasta, seafood, wine and a 
variety of meat. If you like lamb, be sure to order the lamb chops. 
"ey were tender, juicy and delicious. "e lights were dim, the 
table cloths were white, and the music was Italian which all came 
together for a romantic setting.

 Dan is also a local ®shing guide, but time didn't allow for 
Wyman to take him up on the o#er to ®sh. By the time we left 
Fort Myers, we had gotten to know the Andres and felt like we 
had stayed in the guest house of some friends. Good folks, food, 
®shing and fun ± we'll be back! Make plans to travel to Fort 
Myers for your next vacation and plan to stay at Mango Street 
Inn. Call (239)233-8542 or visit www.mangostreetinn.com.

Longboat Key, Florida is a beautiful barrier island south of 
Tampa and adjacent to Sarasota. A twelve mile trip along the 
island's Gulf of Mexico Drive is one of the most beautiful beach 
roads we've been on in Florida. Bridges stretch across emerald 
green bodies of water, tall palms, Australian pines, and ¯owering 
tropical plants line the well manicured road leading to world class 
hotels and resorts. We found this to be the perfect place for a 
quiet, leisurely getaway with few crowds and upscale amenities.  

Tennis and golf enthusiasts are drawn to this area because of 
®rst rate facilities like Cedars Tennis Resort which is located 
between the gulf and the bay. "is beautiful resort is built on a 
nature preserve with lighted boardwalks that join the resort's three 
main areas. Most of the units have screened-in porches that adjoin 
the living room area and invite you to sit out and enjoy the breeze 
and wonderful views of the nature preserves. Our unit backed up 
to the bay with a beautiful view of the water. 

Each tri-level unit in this village-like resort has a spacious living 
area with plenty of windows to let in the sunshine and warm 
tropical breezes. "e spacious townhomes are perfect for families 
and couples. "e fully equipped kitchen has full breakfast-bar 
opening to the dining area. Each unit is equipped with a full size 
washer and dryer which really come in handy when you're staying 
a while. "ese units can accommodate up to six people.

Randy and Mary Moore, husband and wife management team, 
made us feel welcome and right at home. We got settled into our 
beautifully decorated townhome and headed across the street to 
the beach. "e beach was beautiful with waves of emerald green 
water gently rolling in. Wading a few feet into the water, I walked 
along picking up large sand dollars and shells.

Longboat Key is infamous for pampering and Daphne Egeness, 
registered massage therapist, is available to relax tight muscles in 
the comfort of your own place. ªDaphne is great and the guests 
really love her,º Mary said.

"e resort has a junior Olympic swimming pool and a 24 hour 
®tness center o#ering yoga classes two days a week. 

"e Bar & Grill is open for breakfast, lunch and dinner with 
a full menu of tropical island food. ªWe o#er great breakfast 
specials and have specialty night bu#ets,º Mary said, ªand the tiki 
bar o#ers poolside drinks along with food service.º

Cedars Tennis Resort is home to the Eagleton/Ferreira 
Tennis Academy, has ten well maintained Har-Tru courts and a 
completely stocked proshop. "eir tennis program which includes 
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USTA tournaments and kids tennis camp, attracts players from all 
over the world. 

ªWe have two pros on sta#, Robbie Salum and Del Shoenberger, 
who give private lessons and hold clinics, ª Mary said, ªand with 
reservation of one week or longer our guests receive a free one hour 
tennis lesson.º Cedar's sta# is completely up on everything about 
tennis and provide a fun atmosphere. ªWe can also arrange matches 
for our guest,º Mary said.

But you don't have to play tennis to have fun at Cedars Tennis 
Resort. ªWe o#er unlimited use of bicycles and kayaksº Mary said. 
We spent many hours on bicycles exploring the parks and trails on  
the island. We enjoyed kayaking in Sarasota bay and exploring  
the mangroves.  

Located just south of Longboat Key is St. Armands Circle, a 
popular shopping destination inspired by John Ringling of the 
Ringling Brothers. Be sure to stop in D$cor de France owned by 
Decatur home town girl, Jennie (Ethridge) Carraway.

Attractions like Disney World, Universal Studios and Bush Gardens 
are within a short driving distance. With Sarasota only minutes away, 
you are never at a loss for things to see and do. "e Ringling Museum, 
Selby Gardens, Jungle Gardens, dozens of art galleries, antique shops 
and numerous live theater groups are just across Sarasota bay.

Longboat Key has plenty of activities to keep the most active 
outdoor enthusiast busy with parks for exploring, beaches for shelling, 

trails and pathways for cycling, gorgeous landscaped grounds for 
strolling and water for boating.

"e island is very bicycle friendly. "ere are bicycle lanes the 
whole length of the island. If you enjoy bicycling, and are relatively 
®t, you could actually park your car and use bicycles for your main 
mode of transportation. "e beach cruisers provided by Cedar 
Tennis Resort are great for short rides, but if you are a bicycle 
enthusiast see Charlie, the owner of Backyard Bike Shop. Charlie 
has bikes in all shapes and sizes and one for every member of the 
family including an electric three-wheeler for grandma. "ere's 
even a unicycle for the daring! Charlie has everything you'll need 
including helmets, locks, bells, baskets, trailers and more.  

One of our most enjoyable days was spent sailing in Sarasota 
bay onboard the Key Breeze, a 41' yacht owned by hometown 
childhood sweethearts Tim and Jan Solomon of Key Sailing.

Wyman and I were joined by his sister and her husband, Portia 
and Norman, who had come for a visit and Tim and Linda, a couple 
who had been sailing with Key Sailing for three years. In fact, Tim 
and Linda were their second customers and they loved it so much, 
they book the 4th of July and Christmas Eve every year. "ey told 
us the Solomans are very passionate about making you feel special. 
ªAlthough the yacht is large enough for several passengers, we 
never take more than six guests at a time unless you book a private 
charterº Jan said. 

Key Sailing is voted the %1 tour in Sarasota by tripadvisor.com, 
and the only o*cial ®ve star tour. Jan gives credit to God for their 
success and adds, ªWe are just two hometown kids with a yacht, 
but we want you to feel like it is YOUR yacht!º And that's just 
what they do, pampering their guests, attending to their needs, and 
providing snacks, sodas, bottled water and ®ne chocolates. Call Jan 
at 941-346-7245 or visit www.keysailingsarasota.com

We spent another fun day at the Mote Aquarium. "e aquarium 
is part of Mote Marine Laboratory which does a lot of work with 
marine life in the area. Mote Aquarium has viewing areas for sharks, 
manatees, dolphins and sea turtles. "e Seahorse Conservation Lab 
was very interesting and we enjoyed watching the trainers work 
with the dolphins during their feeding and training session. While 
visiting the facility, we were both honored and surprised to meet 
Mote founder, Dr. Eugenie Clark.

"ere are many outstanding restaurants located on Longboat Key 
and surrounding areas. Mary recommended some of her favorites. 
"ey are all fabulous and each one has something special to o#er. 
"e food and service was excellent at all of them. 

We enjoyed dining on the beach at the Sandbar and Beach 
House Restaurants, watching the sun set over the beautiful Gulf 
of Mexico. Indoor dining is also available and both are perfect for 
family dining. Mar Vista Dockside Restaurant and Pub sits on the 
bay and is unique in that you can arrive by boat or by car. All three 
restaurants serve fresh delicious Florida seafood and are part of the 
Chiles Restaurant Group.

For ®ne dining, try Harry's Continental Kitchen. It's just 
around the corner from Cedars Tennis Resort. Harry's is a very 
upscale restaurant serving gourmet seafood dishes and o#ers an 
extensive list of ®ne wines. Try the lobster parfait ± it's delectable. 
You won't get any ice cream with it, but you will get large chunks 

of lobster. "e hog®sh, a local fresh ®sh, recommended by our 
waitress, turned out to be a great choice. Harry's also o#ers a 
premier catering service.

We had heard great things about !e Lazy Lobster , also 
located just a short distance from the resort. "ey had been voted 
%1 restaurant by tripadvisor.com and I can certainly see why. 
Everything we tried was great. "eir signature lobster mac & cheese 
with big chucks of lobster is awesome. Leave room for a slice of 
their scrumptious New York Cheesecake. You don't normally see 
linens, great service and reasonable prices all in the same place, but 
here you do!

Moore's Stone Crab Restaurant sits on the bay right where it has 
been located for 44 years and is the oldest family owned restaurant 
on Longboat Key. Although stone crabs are their specialty, they 
also serve a wide variety of fresh Florida seafood delivered by 
local ®shermen. We had a combo platter and everything on it was 
scrumptious. Be sure you have a cup of lobster bisque. My husband 
and I both agreed it was the best we'd ever tasted!

For a change of pace, drive to Anna Maria Island, a few miles 
north, to Sharky's. Here award winning, European-trained, Chef 
Anton and his wife Marie, serve up great food and good times with 
live music. "eir menu o#ers a varied selection of fresh seafood, 
Black Angus Prime Rib, steaks and pastas. "e scallops grilled in 
garlic butter were delicious. Go on a night when the band is playing 
for an evening of good food and a fun time.

Anna Maries Oyster Bar has an extensive menu of fresh seafood 
and o#ers an unbelievable special on Tuesday nights - whole live 
Maine Lobster for only +16.95. "is place stays packed with people 
waiting at the door to get in. It's a family style restaurant o#ering a 
wide range of seafood at great prices. "is place is so laid back that 
I felt right at home taking that little fork and digging every tasty 
morsel of lobster out of his shell!

Cedars Tennis Resort is located at 645 Cedars Ct., Longboat Key, 
FL 34228. Cedars is managed by Barrier Island Realty which is also 
a full real estate company. Let them help ®nd your dream home 
in Florida! To book your vacation at Cedars Tennis Resort, call 
(941)383-4621. 

If you end up needing to visit a dentist like we did when my 
husband chipped a tooth, call Dr. Yatrous of Island Dental Spa. 
"e dentist and his sta# were very gracious and accommodating. 

One of the nicest things about being on Longboat Key is that the 
people are so friendly, helpful and seem genuinely happy that you've 
come to share some time with them in their little slice of paradise.
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